
Local Government Newsletter 
The BE Collective  local government newsletter is tailored to be of 
interest and benefit to local councils, providing useful information 
and showcasing BE Collective’s service delivery across the East Coast.

Built Environment Collective 
continues to support Local Councils 
across Queensland & New South 
Wales.
We are engaged with & supportive 
of local communities. Our staff 
have experience from Mornington 
Island in QLD all the way to NSW’s 
Carrathool. We use local knowledge 
and regional presence to deliver 
local engineering & project 
management  solutions.

Bushfire Recovery

With the catastrophic bushfires 
ravaging QLD and NSW, we 
know it’s critical that affected 
councils are supported both in 
preparation and recovery.  Did 
you know that tree lopping and 
street furniture replacement 
due to fire damage may be 
eligible for reimbursement 
under Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements (DRFA)?
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BEC were able to assist 
Warrumbungle Shire Council 
following the Sir Ivan Fire, 
which blazed across over 55,000 
hectares of central NSW. We were 
able to provide specialist Project 
Management  assistance including 
hazard removal; replacement of 
signage & guard rails; data capture; 
and assessment preparation to 
ensure their road network was 
running smoothly as quickly as 
possible. 

To ensure the best outcome, 
Councils should:

- Contact their administering 
agency (Queensland Re- 
construction Authority (QRA) or 
Road & Maritime Services (RMS)) 
as soon as possible after a natural 
disaster;

- Contact BE Collective if you 
require assistance with act- 
ivation, submission, and/or 
project management services 
associated with DRFA claims or 
just to quiz our experienced team. 
 

DRFA Carrathool

BEC was recently commissioned 
to design for a Timber Road Bridge 
for Scenic Rim Regional Council 
(SRRC). Concerned by the state 
of the bridge, Council wanted to 
move ahead asap, and opted to 
reduce design life to minimise 
construction time and costs. 

Carrathool Shire Council was 
extensively damaged by flooding 
in 2019 - but they were prepared. 
CSS had BEC undertake a pre-
condition survey of their entire 
road network only months prior, 
ensuring council’s precondition 
evidence met current DRFA 
application regulations. 
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Scenic Rim Regional Council 
Timber Road Bridge
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We were onsite again within weeks 
of the event, collecting detailed 
evidence of damage and supporting 
Council’s (successful) application 
for DRFA activation. We are 
continuing to work alongside  CSS 
to ensure a smooth submission 
and restoration process.



This year, we’ve been supporting 
QLD & NSW councils to prepare, 
apply for, and deliver State 
and Federal funded projects. 
Our funding reports include 
concept designs, cost estimates, 
construction methodology briefs, 
and engineering reports. 

Our funding efforts assisted with 
road network repairs & upgrades; 
cycling paths; pedestrian & road 
bridges; and seniors housing. 
Typical funding routes would 
include Fixing Country Roads 
(NSW), DRFA (QLD & NSW), and 
R2R (national); some of which now 
require pre-condition assessment 
- and all of which we can help with. 

We worked with council to design 
a bridge that met their needs, 
including a minimal girder depth 
to reduce stream obstruction.  
BEC delivered structural design 
and certification for the custom 
HPF Niubridge, which was 
completed & opened in mid-2019.

Remote Area Tax 
Concessions in Jeopardy

So far, the Commission into the 
Zone Tax Offset (ZTO) looks grim. 
In a media release Commissioner 
Jonathan Coppel found it to be 
‘outdated, inequitable and poorly 
designed’.

The Commission has released a 
draft report on ‘Remote Area Tax 
Concessions and Payments’.  It 
is currently advising to scrap the 
ZTO stating it’s outdated, ‘over 
generous’, and stressing that 
Government has no obligation to 
compensate living rurally. 

Coppel further pointed out that 
the current concessions are 
too broad-based and too cost 
inefficient. They need to follow 
a much more targeted approach 
in order to be an effective tool 
for encouraging investment in 
regional communities. The final 
report is due Feburary 2020.
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Funding Submission 
Preparation



The Companion Bridge

Carrathool Shire Council 
appointed BEC to provide concept 
design & reporting for a new 
pedestrian bridge.

The proposed bridge will span 
42m across the Lachlan River, 
and is intended to facilitate 
public access between Hillston 
Memorial and Desatholon Parks, 
in Hillston, NSW.

We conducted feasibility studies 
for 3 different design options, 
including a steel truss; cable 
stayed & timber deck; and cable 
stayed with CFT (Composite Fibre 
Technology) deck option. Our 
reporting covered comparative 
analysis of each option’s 
structural system; construction 
materials; associated costs; and 
an engineer’s recommendation 
– leaving CSS in an informed 
position to source and secure 
funding.

The BE Collective team are eager to meet with you & your Council to 
discuss how we can assist; by providing multi-discipline engineering 
consultancy, project management, contract admin, or tailored data-
capture, asset management, and disaster recovery services.

Get in touch with our friendly team via phone or email:
phone: 07 3252 1001        
email: localgov@becollective.net


